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We are just a few short weeks away from our Annual
Conference April 28th - 30th in Memphis, Tennessee.
We are excited to see you all again as we focus on the
Stair Evolution. We know that it will be a great time
with friends, who are like family, and look forward to
sharing a few days with you as we learn, network, and
play. There will be several great surprises along the
way, so if you have not registered, WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?!?! Join us for a fantastic event.
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Join the stair industry's best at the SMA Annual Conference in lively
Memphis! The conference is focused the evolution of stairs with
networking and learning opportunities that will encourage your own
stair evolution.
The conference kicks off on Thursday, April 28th with the annual SMA
Golf event, a fun day for golfers of all levels. Non-golfers will be able
to participate in our guided Memphis City Tour which includes a trip
to Graceland or SMA members can participate in our Code Level I
Certification class presented by Dave Cooper, the SMA's Code
Development Representative.
The Welcome Reception with SMA exhibitors will take place on
Thursday evening, and the SMA Auction will be Friday night. The fun
will continue Saturday evening with the StairCraft Awards Reception
and Banquet, where this year's winners will be announced!
This year's learning opportunities are sure to encourage your stair
evolution. Our keynote presentation by Zondra Cawien, FedEx Vice
President of Engineering & Operational Excellence, will inspire you as
she discusses logistics in uncertain times. Our 2021 StairCraft Award
Winners will present their "How We Did It" presentations at our
General Session, which is quickly becoming an attendee favorite.
The breakout sessions will focus on the evolution of stairs, helping
you take your business to the next level with Design Trends and Code
Compliance, The Women of Stairs, and Dueling Designs. Conference
attendees will be have the privilege of visiting Central Woodwork, a
provider of doors, windows, stair parts and mouldings to builders
throughout the South and a subsidiary of SMA member North Atlantic
Corp. These great opportunities are sure to increase your knowledge
to help you take your business to the next level.
The conference program is packed full of networking and educational
experiences that will enhance your stair evolution. The SMA Annual
Conference in Memphis, Tennessee is sure to be a conference you do
NOT want to miss!

REGISTER

NOW!
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HALL OF SHAME
STAIRBUILDING ATROCITIES
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People have stayed home more than ever before, thanks to the events of the past two
years. Lucky for us stairbuilders, many people have decided to use the money saved
from cancelled vacations and fewer dinners out to upgrade their stairs! For us, the
quote traffic was so heavy that we required customers to first send photos of the
existing stairs so we could provide budgeting to vet the jobs.
Well, this process allowed us to see photos of some of the worst workmanship and
code violations imaginable. The examples of poor craftmanship have been on full
display in my inbox and have provided some great laughs among the craftsman I
work with.
This is my 38th year in business and in all fairness, I can't say that my early work
was always perfect. In fact, I am starting to see total renovations that put some of
my early work in the dumpster! It is a very odd feeling to be looking at jobs and
remembering the days spent and the people I worked with so long ago. While I can't
say that I personally created any winning "Hall of Shame" projects, I can say there
were some upside down balusters and a few out of plumb posts along the way.
We all learn somewhere, so now is your turn to share the crazy stair designs you
have seen throughout your career. Share photos of the projects that have caught
your attention not because of the incredible beauty and workmanship, but because of
the opposite. What have you seen that belongs in the "Stairbuilders Hall of Shame?"
Click the banner below and share your "Hall of Shame" photos with us.
STAIRBUILDERS

CLICK
HERE!

Hall of shame

I look forward to seeing all of your "Hall of Shame" entries and I will be sharing my
entire collection at the Annual Conference in Memphis. I will see you at the end of
April!
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LIVE FROM NEW YORK...
ICC COMMITTEE ACTION HEARINGS
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Your SMA is here in Rochester, NY at the Committee Action Hearings of the International Code
Council, ICC. This is the first of two hearings in development of the Group B 2024 International
Codes. Group B includes among others, the International Residential Code (IRC) , and the
Structural section of the International Building Code (IBC). The IRC hearing, now complete, is
where more than 30 issues related to our industry have already been heard. We have been
waiting for several days for the IBC Structural code hearing to begin where we will testify on
S102 - “Barrier Cable Systems”, a proposal from the National Council of Structural Engineers
Associations (NCSEA) prescribing a load to be applied when measuring guard opening
limitations, but more on that later.
A full report of the proceedings will be presented to the SMA Code and Research Committee
and posted on the SMA member page, but with our newsletter deadline looming we wanted to
provide a synopsis. Overall, the SMA’s position was successful in 2/3 of the 32 issues heard.
The two key proposals submitted by the SMA were successful. RB44 definitively eliminated
guards and handrails from the deflection table and RB173 introduced new requirements for the
framing at the edge of floors supporting guards. Both issues involved the SMA’s efforts in
hours of collaboration with related industry interests.
The deflection issue was brought to the attention of the SMA through guard connection testing
at MSU, Mississippi State University. They informed us that wood guards and handrails would
fail the default deflection requirement applicable to “all other structural elements” due to the
flexibility of wood regardless of the connection. Working with members of the Deck Code
Coalition and guard system manufacturers no consensus could be reached so SMA submitted
two proposals. The first provided a basis for the complexity of identifying guard specific
deflection requirements into the IRC and was disapproved. The second proposal simply
eliminated guard and handrail deflection and passed successfully based on the previous
discussion and the over restrictive nature of the current default.
The issue of how to attach guards to engineered flooring systems was brought to our attention
by SMA member Renda Barr of SRG Stairs in Texas. SMA polled members and found this issue
was a serious problem throughout the nation and established a task group that included I-joist
and truss manufacturers, guard and framing hardware manufacturers, guard and stair part
manufacturers, builders, stairbuilders, guard installers, engineers, and others. Meeting biweekly throughout the fall they reached a consensus for submission of a proposal by the
January deadline that they felt would at least introduce the problem and initiate the discussion
with the code body. At the hearing we had the opportunity to explain the proposal to key
stakeholders and influencers like the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) to assure
their understanding prior to the issue hitting the hearing floor. The issue passed by a vote of 54. We will have more work to do to fully explain the issue to the voters in public comment and
at the public comment hearing, but approval as submitted by the committee regardless of the
split vote represents a huge advantage going forward.

THE
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L I V E F R O M N E W Y O R K . . . CONTINUED
Other successful changes worthy of mention here are:
Compilation of all the handrail requirements for Stairs,
Ramps, Ship Ladders, ATDs into a new section titled
“Handrails”
A new exception that eliminates the maximum nosing
projection at open risers
Clarification of the exception to allow a door at the top
of an interior stair if a landing is provided on the other
side. The confusing text indicating a floor or landing
was not required on the other side of the door is gone!
(No more holes in the floor????)
Continuity has been clarified, by several proposals, and
will now be required for the length of the flight from
bottom tread nosing to nosing of the landing at the top
rather than riser to riser.
A code change bringing in a new requirement from the
existing building appendix resolves many of the issues
related to stair replacement and conditions as to when
it must meet the currently enforced code. This might
reduce the many local modifications related to this
void in the code.
In the Structural hearing we will testify that guard systems are not barriers, nor do they meet
the IBC definition of barrier. Cable infill is not the only type of infill system that should be
singled out. If there is to be regulation of a load that would spread or enlarge the openings in
guards, it must be appropriate for all infill.
Cable infill systems are trending and few of our members are not involved in manufacturing,
buying, selling, or installing cable “rail” guard systems, validating the SMA’s interest and
obligation to participate in defining regulation. Since its inception cable infill has invoked the
question, “How do you regulate the opening limitation between flexible infill elements”? Lacking
specific direction in the code, the subject is of considerable controversy resulting in widely
varied interpretations and enforcement. The stories from members cite the use of fish scales
and spheres, suspended weights, and plucking the cables like a guitar or base fiddle for a
certain tone. Prior to the hearings, we met online with NCSEA and have worked with SMA
members to run preliminary tests on both cable and wood balustrades using American Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM) test criteria. We hope to be able to substantiate a
modification to the NCSEA proposal and meet with the proponents again prior to the issue
being called. It is unlikely we will be able to get approval of our modification but we are moving
closer to consensus. This might be enough to substantiate a successful modification at the
next hearing.
Please keep in mind any changes in this cycle will not be effective until the 2024 code is
published and adopted by the jurisdictions having authority. Something to look forward to, but
most likely 3-4 years away at the earliest. In the meantime, I will see you in Memphis at the
SMA Annual Conference with a complete update and look forward to answering any of your
questions.

SPRING 2022
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VOTE FOR THE

2022

PEOPLE'S
CHOICE
AWARD!
They are here!
View the incredible artistry of
this year's StairCraft Award
entrants and vote for your
favorite entries in the People's
Choice Award. Vote by liking
their photo when you click on
the heart icon. Voting ends
Wednesday, April 13th with the
winner being announced at the
Annual Conference in
Memphis, Tennessee.

VOTING ENDS

APRIL
1 3 TH

WWW.STAIRWAYS.ORG/PEOPLES-CHOICE
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CODE CERTIFICATION
SMA TRAINING FOR YOUR STAFF
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Recently, Dave Cooper, SMA Code Development Representative was invited to
train the Viewrail team on location in Goshen, Indiana. Dave, or the Father of
American Stairs as Viewrail's Founder, Len Morris, affectionately called him,
took to their training lab to impart his code knowledge for both the
International Residential Code and International Building Code. Students
were trained and are currently completing their examinations. And as you
see, the team is making great strides to being Code Certified in both Code
Level I and Code Level II.
We caught up with Viewrail's Terrah Harmon to better understand the impact
this training had for their team.
"The SMA training provided a high level of clarity for our sales
and project management staff on different types of code and
their requirements.
The courses provided great context and reiterated the
importance of stair and railing guidelines.
Being able to navigate the safety requirements and code
compliances of stair systems on behalf of our customers
allows us to better serve them."

Code Level I and Level II training and certification are available to all
members of the SMA. Learn more about Code Certification through your
member portal at stairways.org/members or by contacting the SMA Office.
LEVEL I CODE CERTIFICATION

PURPOSE
A broader understanding of how concerns for building safety apply to

the products of the stair industry and those that use stairs
An understanding of the purpose of building codes and standards as
they relate to the stair industry through knowledge of their history,
development, adoption and enforcement
Skills in the identification and use of those resources essential to the
design, detailing, and sales of code compliant stairs and stair
components
An understanding of the benefits of educating their customers in stair
code compliance

LEVEL II CODE CERTIFICATION

PURPOSE
Understand how to read the code and identify applicable codes
affecting residential and commercial spaces
Understand code compliance, interpretation, and enforcement
Implement a minimum standard for safety
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Congratulations to these newly code certified SMA members.

CODE LEVEL I CERTIFICATIONS
Caden Watts, JD Stairs
Jennifer Cowan, Cincinnati Stair and Handrail

CODE LEVEL I CERTIFICATIONS - VIEWRAIL
Adria Russo

Haden Hensley

Mark Wilson

Allissa Isley

Haley Henderson

Matthew Grauel

Amanda Schrader

Hector Gallegos

McKenna Salinas

Andrew Gingerich

Heidi Metzler-Burns

Meg Sparks

Andrew Hartsough

Jailyn Rolle

Melissa Beechy

Andrew Landis

Jake Driver

Peyton Martin

Andrew Moeggenborg

Jasmine Moriaz

Philip Hochstetler

Andy Toth

Jayson Linhart

Raun Kunkel

Anthony Ricchio

Jeff Bline

Ryan Morrell-Peters

Jeran Hoopingarner

Sam Reffey

Jesse Miller

Samuel Mock

Joel Hendricks

Scott Gidman

Jon French

Sean Steele

Jon Howard

Shawn Peddle

Jon Wolter

Shelly Rodriguez

Jonathan Miller

Spencer Jones

Jordan Grove

Travis Dowdy

Justin Brown

Tyler Rothhaar

Ken Swartz

Whitney Evans

Kyle Taylor

Wynton Edwards

Lindsey Stevenson

Zachary Gisi

Logan Campbell

Zachary Miller

Austin Williamson
Caleb Morris
Chad Laureys
Chad Schmidtke
Daniel Stech
Darby Showalter
Derek Bunger
Dustin Osos
Eric Deam
Erin Carlos
Ernest Poole
Frank Bumgardner
Garrett Kramer

Mark Henry DeLeeuw

CODE LEVEL II CERTIFICATIONS

CODE CERTIFIED...

CODE CERTIFICATION

Hector Gallegos, Viewrail
Jake Driver, Viewrail
Jeff Bline, Viewrail
Justin Brown, Viewrail
Ken Swartz, Viewrail
Samuel Mock, Viewrail
Shelly Rodriquez, Viewrail

SPRING 2022
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MEET US IN TAMPA!
NWFA EXPO

The SMA will be in Tampa at the National Wood Flooring Association's
EXPO April 12-14. Stop by booth #1423 to say "hi" to John Wonderly,
SMA Board Member and owner of John Wonderly Architectural
Woodworking. While you are there, be sure to register for your chance
to win a FREE student registration for the SMA's upcoming Stair
Balustrade class taking place June 13-15 in Smyrna, Georgia!

JOHN WONDERLY

VISUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE
STAIR BUILDING CODE
STAIRWAYS.ORG/STORE
Stop by the SMA online store to order your copies of the Visual Interpretation (VI) of the Stair
Building Code. We are currently stocked with copies of the 2018, 2015 and 2012 VIs. Check your
local jurisdiction to choose the year that best meets your needs and then buy several for you, your
team, and your building inspectors.
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2012

2015

2018

Members! Login to your SMA account to receive the member discounted rates.

STAIRWAYS

SPRING 2022

STAIRWAYS
PAGE | 13

SMA STORIES
WHY MEMBERSHIP MATTERS TO YOU!
The SMA is filled with talented, successful members and we have been privileged to play a small
role in their stair stories. Our members are sharing their stories with you, as we showcase the
talent in the wonderful world of stairs. The SMA is set apart by the willingness of our members to
share their knowledge with fellow tradespersons on a vast array of topics. While each member's
experience is unique, welcoming kindness and spirited conversations about stairs are guaranteed.

"My stairway journey started around 1978, but it
kicked into high gear in 1985 when I started
West County Staircase in 1 room in a
repurposed grade school....I'm still a little stair
guy, but I've found a lot of " little stair guys" and
big ones as well who have included me in their
lives. The SMA changed my life.
Thank You SMA!"
CHAS WIEBE
Builders Stair Supply

"I have gleaned many valuable insights over
the last few years as I have traveled and
visited many members' shops. Often the
insight that I get isn’t what I thought I would
learn when I decided to attend. I never leave a
shop tour without some form of valuable
improvement. I would recommend the SMA to
anybody in the stair industry."
JONATHAN WEBSTER
JD Stairs

PAGE | 14

STAIRWAYS

"Involvement in the SMA has helped me grow
as a stair professional. From the connections I
have made at the yearly conferences and
valuable information I have learned at the shop
tours I have attended, it has been a rewarding
experience. The shop tours helped us to fine
tune some of our processes. Networking with
stair builders across the country has given me
the opportunity to view the climate of the stair
industry on a national landscape vs my narrow
local viewpoint."
CHRIS ADAMS
Florida Stairworks and Carpentry, LLC

"King & Company has been a member of the
Stairbuilders and Manufacturers Association
for a dozen years. I discovered the true value
of membership when I became more active in
the association. My involvement with the SMA
has allowed me to gain industry contacts,
grow friendships, and gain valuable
knowledge. Getting involved with the SMA is
one of the best business decisions I have
made. Do yourself a favor and get involved
with this incredible group of craftsmen."
BOB KING
King and Company, LLC

SHARE YOUR

CLICK HERE!

SMA STORY!
We love hearing your SMA stories. As you have read,
the SMA has had a positive impact on our members
and their companies. Share your SMA Story with us, no
story is too big or too small! What is your SMA Story?

SPRING 2022

SHARE YOUR
STORY
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VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
There are a variety of ways to become more involved within the SMA. While we can't list everything in this
newsletter, our volunteers are the invaluable contributors to our success. They make things happen within the
SMA and without their dedication we would not be who we are today. Take your membership to the next level by
joining a committee, task group, or special program. Simply fill out our interest form and we will be in touch with
you shortly. Thank you in advance for your willingness to serve this community!

COMMITTEES
CODE & RESEARCH

EDUCATION

The Code and Research Committee influences
industry standards of safety with special
attention to the aesthetic properties and design
characteristics that make the staircase a
fundamental architectural element.

The Education Committee advances the stair
industry by identifying and developing
educational opportunities for SMA members,
their customers, architects, designers, builders,
and building officials to promote the
construction of safe, beautiful, code-compliant
stairways.

MARKETING-MEMBERSHIP
The Marketing-Membership Committee manages
membership development by assessing member needs
and implementing solutions that add value to SMA
membership and participation. This committee is also
responsible for the promotion of these benefits to raise
general awareness of the influence of the SMA and its
members within the stair industry.

QUALITY STANDARDS
The Quality Standards Committee establishes
industry standards that integrate with
engineering requirements and manages best
practices in the SMA certification of stairways.

TASK GROUPS
WORKSHOPS & SHOP TOURS

VISUAL INTERPRETATION DESIGN

The Workshop Task Group plans and
coordinates both virtual and in-person shop
tours to inspire members of the stair industry.
This groups shapes the learning experiences for
the SMA membership and the stair industry as a
whole.

The SMA's Visual Interpretation of the
Stairbuilding Code provide incredible value to
the stair community. Help create the 2021
version of the guide by designing graphic
illustrations to help explain the technical terms
and code changes.

PROGRAMS
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

AIA ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATOR

Share your knowledge and expertise by giving
advice and guidance to your fellow SMA
members. Join our team of experts to help
others on a wide range of topics impacting
various areas of the stair industry.

Become an SMA certified presenter and deliver
educational programs to architects. Provide
valuable learning units they need for standing
with the American Institute of Architects and
licensure in most states.
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PURE GOLD
GET FEATURED!
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We all know how great the SMA is and we want to make sure every stairbuilder knows as
well! Help us brag about the stair industry by helping us feature YOUR amazing work on
our social media outlets. We want to brag about you and your incredible work!
The SMA Marketing-Membership Committee is working to start a few new social media
campaigns featuring different stair topics and we want your content! Please send us your
pictures and videos for a chance to be featured on the various SMA social media
accounts.
We plan to focus on Stairs, Materials, Safety, Finishes, and Codes. Submitting your work is
easy, simply complete our online form, attach your picture and watch social media for your
feature! We are looking for content on the following topics:
Stair Spotlight
- Pictures and videos of your most unique staircases
- Have a cool riser design? Let’s show it off!
- Want to show off a unique stair part?
- Did you design an intricate railing?
- The possibilities are endless!
Materials
- What is your favorite material to use and why?
- How do you manage sustainability?
- What are your coolest fixtures and fittings?
- Our wood species are as unique as our members! Have you
worked with a special-order wood species before, if so what
kind?
Safety
- How do you follow OSHA in the stair shop?
- Do you have any cool safety devices you built?
- Do your workshop guys follow any special safety protocols?
- Show us your day-to-day safety measures

SUBMIT
BELOW!

Finishes
- What’s your favorite finish to use and why?
- How has your stain catalog changed over the years?
Codes
- What is your least and most favorite code rules?
- Do you have a “code extraordinaire” in your company?
-- How long have they worked with your team?
-- What advice to they have for new employees learning code?
- What is the most common code violation you see in the field?

PAGE | 18

Pure

GOLD
STAIRWAYS

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
HIGHER LEVEL STAIRS STAIRBUILDERS -

Chris Ruppert

Andrew Williams

STAIR WAREHOUSE -

Shawn Capell

QUALITY STAIRS AND RAILS -

Jason Turner

ANATOMY OF A STAIR
3D INTERACTIVE MODEL
The SMA's 3D Anatomy of
a Stair is an interactive
tool you can use to better
understand stair parts and
their associated terms.
Experience this powerful
tool on the SMA website.

CLICK
HERE!
A huge thank you to the Education Committee and Sytse Leenders with Staircon/ Elecosoft for this
fantastic tool.

CONNECT WITH US
SO WE CAN STAY CONNECTED WITH YOU.

SPRING 2022
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UPCOMING EVENTS
VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON
Tangent Handrailing Basics Lunch and Learn
Wednesday, April 13
12:30 PM ET
Join Steve Guenzel, SMA member and owner of
Advanced Stair Systems-PA, as he demonstrates how
to use Autodesk Inventor to draw a tangent handrail
using parameters. Learn what key parameters are
needed to draw a tangent handrail, and how to adjust
them.
This event is for SMA Members ONLY! Members,
please check your email for the meeting credentials.

Stair Balustrade Class
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
June 13, 14 & 15
The SMA Stair Balustrade Class is headed to
Smyrna, Georgia. This three-day, hands-on
course focuses on core design and installation
for over-the-post and post-to-post stair systems.
This course is open to ALL!

LEARN MORE!

Coffee Talk with SMA Board Officers
Friday, May 13
10 AM ET
The Board of Directors Officers invite you to join them
for "Coffee Talk!" The team will be available to
answer your questions and hear your suggestions.
This event is for SMA Members ONLY! Members,
please check your email for the meeting credentials.
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CODE CONNECTION
WITH DAVE COOPER
The first 10 episodes of the Code
Connection are available to SMA
members! These sessions are
becoming a favorite among the
membership and are providing clarity
to viewers. Videos are released on the
1st and 15th of each month and focus
on answering your most common code
questions.
Here is what we have discussed so far!
Definitions in the Code - Knowing how a term is defined is critical to your
understanding of the stairbuilding codes. Stair, Flight, and Stairway - What do they
all mean?
Glass in Stairways - This episode discusses glass near or in stairways and guard
systems. Learn more about stairway glass and why structural glass panels and
glass infill panels are treated differently.
Handrail Continuity at Open Riser Stairways - Handrails and where they should
start and stop are a debated topic and are discussed in this episode.
Handrail Continuity at Wall Rails - There are different arguments regarding
continuity at wall rails in this edition of the Code Connection. Understand what they
are an why they matter.
Headroom - Discover how sloping ceilings or cross-sections with another flight
impact headroom.
IRC vs IBC Residential Occupancies - Different residences fall under different
codes. Learn more about IRC and IBC residential occupancies with this Code
Connection episode.
Landings - This episode talks about where landings are required and the exception
allowed within the code.
Stair Width - Learn what the code has to say about stair width, an issue that sneaks
up on us, and receive clarity in this session
Tread Depth and Nosing Projections - Learn more about tread depth and what it
actually means according to the International Residential Code.
Type II Handrail Test - Learn how to use the Type II Handrail Test and discover why
using it is important to your stair project.
Members, access the Code Connection video library anytime from your member account at
stairways.org/code-connection. Don't forget, Dave Cooper continues to be just an email or
phone call away to help with your code questions.
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LEGENDS
PODCAST WITH STAIR GURUS

EPISODE 003
The third first episode of the SMA's Legends
Podcast hit the airwaves in February 2022. Edwin
Woods with Precision Woods, Inc. talks about his
successes, struggles, and future dreams.
LISTEN TO THE PODCAST
VIEW THE EPISODE

EPISODE 002
Lewis shares his sage wisdom, advice, and some
funny stories along the way. Learn from his stair
history and why he says, "a wise man learns from
another persons mistakes."
LISTEN TO THE PODCAST
VIEW THE EPISODE

EPISODE 001
Bill Bivona of Hardwood Design's shares how his
love for woodworking morphed into an extensive
and successful career in the wonderful world of
stairs.
LISTEN TO THE PODCAST
VIEW THE EPISODE

SPRING 2022
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ANSI/AWI SMA 0643 WOOD STAIR,
HANDRAIL, AND
GUARD SYSTEMS
STANDARD
Effective as of August 15, 2021
Available online at
awinet.org and
stairways.org.
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