STAIRWAYS
News and Events for Stair Industry Professionals

2020 STAIRCRAFT AWARD
BEST COMMERCIAL STAIRWAY
Florida Stairworks and Carpentry

CONNECTION
Finally! We are headed to Denver, Colorado for our
Annual Conference. We are excited to see you inperson at this event taking place September 23-25.
The Annual Conference is always a highlight of the
year for our attendees and we hope you will be
joining us to network, learn and celebrate with your
fellow stair industry professionals. The program is
packed full of excellent learning opportunities with
time for socializing and connection as well.
The SMA Annual Conference in majestic Denver,
Colorado is sure to be a conference you do NOT
want to miss!
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I am Rusty Parks. I have been privileged to serve on
the Board of directors for the past 5 years and this
year I am honored to accept the role of President.
My career started back in the early 80’s as a trim
carpenter in Oklahoma City. Work brought me to
Tennessee, where I now have a small stair company
in Knoxville. We specialize in custom stairs along
with some specialty millwork. I have the blessing of
working with two of my sons, as I see them take our
business to greater heights.
I JOINED THE SMA IN 2010 AND IT HAS BEEN THE BEST BUSINESS MOVE I HAVE
EVER MADE. THE NETWORKING WITH OTHER MEMBERS IS NOTHING SHORT OF
AMAZING. AT WORKSHOP EVENTS AND CONFERENCES, IT IS COMMON TO SIT
AND TALK TO OTHERS ABOUT STAIRS INTO THE EARLY HOURS OF THE
MORNING. THE SMA HAS PROVEN TO BE A STAIR FAMILY. I HOPE TO CONTINUE
TO MEET MANY MORE STAIR PROFESSIONALS AS THE MEMBERSHIP GROWS.

The past year has been different to say the least. The SMA has worked diligently to keep
moving and has been very successful. Members have enjoyed valuable information during the
Lunch and Learns over the past year and we have more to come. During the Social Hours we
have experienced stories from members that are unbelievably humorous.
The Committees have been very busy the past year. The Code and Research Committee, with
Dave Cooper and Paul Wishnoff is always busy on code development. Doug Adams has led
the Quality Standards Committee to working with the Architectural Woodworking Institute in
creating a stair standard. This has been approved by ANSI and will be an asset to Architects
and other stair professionals. The Educational Committee headed by Robert Aulicky and me,
hope to continue offering the Balustrade Class as things open. The Education Committee is
currently working on a Sales class to be offered virtually. The Marketing and Membership
Committee is now being led by Terrie Stokes and Derek Barksdale and we can be assured that
with these two at the helm great things are about to happen. There has been and still are many
Task Groups that are taking the lead in giving valuable help to the SMA membership. Whether
it be, the AIA Presentations, the Virtual Shop Tours, the new SMA Video soon to be released,
or the Mentoring Program, I want to thank our involved volunteers.
As we go into the next year, I look forward to working with the Board of Directors in advancing
the programs that are in place and adding new programs that are continually coming forth. If
any Member has an idea or concern, please let me know. The SMA board of Directors are
happy to review your suggestions and feedback and it is GOAL to continue to bring more value
to you, our SMA membership.

If you are one of our valued readers and not yet a member, reach out to the SMA office or
me and discover what the SMA has to offer. The Annual Conference in Denver, Colorado
is a perfect opportunity to explore some of the many benefits of the SMA. I look forward
to seeing YOU in Denver this September.
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COMING SOON

SMA
Legends

There is a tremendous amount of collective
knowledge and experience throughout the SMA
membership. The willingness of the members to
share their experiences will be on full display when
the SMA debuts the NEW monthly "SMA Legends"
vlog. Each monthly session will feature an
interview with a stair guru who will share their sage
wisdom, advice and some funny stories along the
way. Gain valuable wisdom from some of the
legends of stairs.
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2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Denver, Colorado
September 23-25

N e twork , Learn, Celebrate,
and E xhibit at the Premier
Conf e re nce of the Stair
I ndustry!

WWW.STAIRWAYS.ORG/CONFERENCE
FALL 20202021
SUMMER
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Annual Conference
Keynote Speaker
Andrew's keynote presentation will encourage you as he
discusses the fundamentals of stair design from his
unique perspective as an architect. His firm grasp on stair
design and function will be a benefit as you learn the best
applications for design that also assure the best stair
aesthetic.

ANDREW DIGIAMMO, MCPPO

General Session
TESTING AND RESEARCH INITIATIVE
Our team from the Department of Sustainable Bioproducts at
Mississippi State University (MSU) will speak on the design value
testing project and explain how the project results will be utilized.
They will also discuss the process for ensuring adoption by the
engineering community and the next steps for the MSU, SMA and
Forest Products Laboratory initiative.
Some interesting preliminary work has been done to physically test
specific guard connections and specific rail post guard connections
have been modeled using finite element analysis to known equations
as an initial step in model development.

Shop Tours
WATSON MILLS & DESIGN
Watson Mills & Design specializes in design, fabrication, and
installation of custom woodworking for monumental estates
through the United States. They work with builders and developers
on new construction and remodeling projects ranging in scope from
several thousand to several million dollars. They are well-known
around the US for producing highly complicated projects that result
in true works of art.

LIVING DESIGN STUDIOS
Living Design Studios is a team of artisans who design and
fabricate custom architectural and ornamental metalwork. Their
work can be found in the finest homes in Aspen, celebrated civic
spaces in Denver, and luxurious showrooms of retailers on Rodeo
Boulevard. With the experience and expertise to work with brass,
bronze, copper, steel, stainless steel, iron, aluminum, and zinc, Living
Design Studios delivers innovative and imaginative finished
products that time and again exceed artistic expectations.
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Golf

Exhibit
SHOWCASE your Products & Services
Find PARTNERSHIP Opportunities
NETWORK with Industry Leaders

Become an exhibitor at the SMA Annual
Conference! This year we are welcoming members
and non-members alike to exhibit at the SMA
Annual Conference. Two exhibitor events are
planned and will encourage attendees to visit your
both to gain wisdom from you.

The SMA Annual Conference kicks off with
the Annual Golf Event on Thursday,
September 23rd. Overland Park Golf Course
will be host to this year's event. The narrow
fairways and small greens that are wellbunkered offer a challenge to golfers of any
skill level.

ALL PLAYERS WELCOME REGARDLESS OF SKILL LEVEL.

Breakout Sessions
IMPACTFUL DESIGN
Join Andrew DiGiammo for this
insightful breakout session on
the impact building codes have
on design, specifically with
regard to new building methods
and materials.

STAIR DESIGN PROCESSES
Learn from two SMA Members,
Crown Stair and Heartland
Stairways, as they take you through
their stair design processes, from
first contact through final payment.
The team will share their
successes, giving you key take-aways to implement in your next
project.

SHOP TALK
Bill Bivona, from Hardwood
Design, will lead this round table
discussion as we talk about
current issues being experienced
throughout the stair industry.
Tackle topics related to employee
recruitment, employee retention,
code compliant designs and more.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY
We respectfully request that you register EARLY in an effort to help us decrease the SMAs liability while ensuring we have enough space
available for all that plan to attend the 2021 Annual Conference. The pandemic has changed the way our conference is being planned and
we have an opportunity to update our projected conference numbers when you register by July 12th. You can also book your hotel room at
this time with all deposits being refundable in accordance with the hotel's cancellation policy, which is currently 48 hours prior to your
arrival. Be sure to book through the SMA's booking link found at the Travel & Lodging link above to reserve your room and guarantee your
refund.

REGISTER NOW
Detailed information is available at the links below.
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

SUMMER 2021

PRESENTATIONS & SHOP TOURS
TRAVEL & LODGING
GOLF EVENT
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SHOULD I EXHIBIT?
ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND THE BIG QUESTION
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It seems funny to be talking about the Annual Conference in June, but the good news is we are closer to
seeing people in-person once again! Each year, the SMA Annual Conference offers the opportunity to
exhibit. The questions for some range from, “Should I exhibit?" to "How does it benefit my company?" to
"Is it worth the investment?” I will attempt to answer those questions from my unique viewpoint as a
previous exhibitor.
Exhibiting at the Annual Conference is a great place to “advertise,” but more importantly it gives you the
opportunity to network and make contact with people within our industry. Those contacts can be
customers, competitors, or simply fellow stair enthusiasts. The connections made with conference
attendees are invaluable and it is always good to meet ALL of these folks. In many cases, you will find
these introductions will form bonds that last a lifetime.
Exhibiting also shows your commitment to the SMA and allows you to be actively involved within the
association. It’s difficult for an exhibitor to put a tangible dollar value on the return on your investment,
but the experience and relationships that come from attending and exhibiting at the Annual Conference
should easily offset any expenses incurred. While the SMA is relatively small in size, we are blessed with
extremely talented individuals, exceptional companies, and overall down-to-earth good people. We hope
you will consider joining us in Denver this September!
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YOUR TEAM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RUSTY PARKS, President
ANDY CHATMAN, Vice President
BOB KING, Secretary
JONATHAN WEBSTER
DALE REUTTER
CHRIS ADAMS
TERRIE STOKES
DEREK WIRZ
JOHN WONDERLY

SUMMER 2021
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RULE CHANGES
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The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) is proposing updates in the handrail and stair rail system requirements
for its general industry, Walking-Working Surfaces standard.
OSHA is revising and updating its general industry standards on walking-working
surfaces to prevent and reduce workplace slips, trips, and falls, as well as other
injuries and fatalities associated with walking-working surface hazards. The
changes seek to clarify stairs, handrails and guards, which are distinguished by
OSHA as guardrails (at open edges) and stair rail systems on the sides of stairs.
It also addresses provisions for, fixed ladders; rope descent systems; fall
protection systems and criteria, including personal fall protection systems; and
training on fall hazards and fall protection systems. In addition, the final rule
adds requirements on the design, performance, and use of personal fall
protection systems.
The final rule increases consistency between the general industry and
construction standards, which will make compliance easier for employers who
conduct operations in both industry sectors. Similarly, the final rule updates
requirements to reflect advances in technology and to make them consistent
with more recent OSHA standards and national consensus standards such as the
International Building Code and NFPA Life Safety 101. OSHA has also
reorganized the requirements and incorporated plain language to make the final
rule easier to understand and follow using performance-based language
whenever possible to give employers greater compliance flexibility.
Summary of the OSHA Requirements of Most Relevance
to Stairs, Handrails, and Guards
Stairs
Min Tread Depth 9 ½ inches
NOTE: the exemption for construction stairs in private residences has been eliminated.

Max Riser Height 9 ½ inches
Standard stair = other than Spiral, Ship, Alternating Tread
Standard stair angle between 30 and 50 degrees

Guards
Guard height 42" plus or minus 3"
Deflection not to exceed 3"
Top rail cannot deflect below 39"
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OSHA
RULE CHANGES

Guards

(continued)

19" sphere rule – infill members either horizontal or vertical is allowed without midrail
8 ft post spacing is replaced with, down and out load of 200 lbs performance standard
150 lb load on infill (This is 3 times that required in building codes!!!)
Stair Rail Systems (Stair Guards) 42" min height (increased from 30" min)
Stair Rail Systems (Stair Guards) with a top rail that serves as a handrail have a min height
of 36" and max height of 38" provided they conform to other handrail requirements, e.g.
smooth surface, clearance, etc.

Handrails*
Required at both sides of flights of 3 treads/4 risers or more
Handrail height now same throughout document - measured from the leading edge of the
tread to the top of the handrail
Height min 30" and max 38" (increased from 30" & 37" respectively to coordinate with
NFPA Life Safety 101 and ICC max 38")
Handrail clearance – 2.25" (decreased from 3")
Smooth surface
*Of significant interest was that OSHA did not accept Jake Pauls’ and NFPA’s attempt to
limit handrail shape to Type I Handrail restrictions for grip size of the handrails.

For the most part, these changes are now inline with current industry practices and
the SMAs Code Development Practice and Strategy. A public comment period was
announced May 20th and will close July 19th, 2021. For more information, read the
Federal Register notice.

SMA Members can contact our Code Development Representative anytime for
valuable assistance with code interpretation and enforcement issues!

NOT A MEMBER? JOIN NOW
AND PROVIDE YOUR COMPANY WITH

SUMMER 2021
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AWI SMA RELEASE ANSIAPPROVED STAIR STANDARD
The Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI) and the
Stairbuilders and Manufacturers Association (SMA) announce
the release of ANSI / AWI SMA 0643-2021—Wood Stair,
Handrail, and Guard Systems Standard which was approved on
March 1, 2021 by the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI). Available online for free access at www.awinet.org and
www.stairways.org as well as for purchase, Standard 0643 will
take effect Aug. 15, 2021.
Standard 0643 is the result of a collaborative effort drawing
from the expertise of the AWI Technical Committee and SMA’s
Quality Standards Committee in conformance with the ANSI
process. Work commenced in 2016, and is the first stair,
handrail and guard systems Standard that followed the ANSIrequired development open consensus process which began in
2020 and culminated with ANSI approval this year. AWI is an
ANSI-accredited Standards Developer Organization. Read
More...
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GET SOCIAL WITH US! ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL
STAIRS, EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS, FLASH
SALES AND OTHER EXCITING CONTENT WE
SHARE. CLICK THE ICONS TO FIND US.

PRIVATE FACEBOOK GROUP
SMA Members! You are invited to join the SMAs Private
Facebook Group. Simply click the link above and begin
asking questions, exchanging ideas and participating in
stair industry discussions.
SUMMER 2021
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SMA CODE CERTIFIED MEMBERS
ACTION NEEDED!
B Y

T E R R A
S M A

E R B

E X E C U T I V E

D I R E C T O R

ATTENTION SMA Code Certified Members! If you earned your SMA Code Certification prior to
2021, you need to update your knowledge by watching the latest update from Dave Cooper, the
SMA's Code Development Representative. The presentation is recorded and available to SMA
Members on our YouTube channel. To access the content, simply log in to your member
account and go to your Member Profile page for a direct link.
The updated material includes the 2018 International Residential Code (IRC) and addresses
changes that have occurred since you completed your examination. Additional study materials
are also available and include the Curriculum that introduces the SMA Code Certification
Program and study guide, the SMA Level I Code Certification digital presentation and speaker
notes, the SMA Visual Interpretations of the 2015 and 2018 IRC, as well as the SMA Stair Safety
Curriculum for pre-primary and elementary students.
Don't worry! A second test is not needed to update your certification, simply watch the video
and let us know when you have completed the requirement.

VISUAL INTERPRETATION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE

BUY YOUR COPIES TODAY!
WWW.STAIRWAYS.ORG/STORE
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VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
SHOP TOURS

The SMAs next Virtual Workshop takes us to Long Island where we will be visiting with Oscar
at Josef's Art Woodturning (JAW) to learn more about their unique processes. The JAW's
team have been manufacturing custom stair parts and wood turnings since 1977. Come learn
more about their processes and how they maintain the exceptional quality they are known for.
Day two takes us to Ohio where Matt and Scott open the doors to Carolina Stair Supply (CSS).
In business since 1979, the CSS team manufactures a full line of stair parts including
balusters, newels, fittings, box newels and handrails. They also create custom stair parts,
welcoming any challenge that comes their way.

TENATIVE SCHEDULE
*EVENTS PRESENTED IN EDT!

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
JOSEF'S ART WOODTURNING
SHOP TOUR
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM
BREAKOUT SESSION

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
CAROLINA STAIR SUPPLY
SHOP TOUR
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM
BREAKOUT SESSION

Three breakout sessions will be available on Thursday and Friday. Kevin West with Invisible
Insights will be discussing Hiring Practices that will help you build the best team for your
future success. Joe Moody with Simpson Gumpertz and Heger Inc will be stopping by to
discuss engineering of stairs, specifically the differences between wood laminated stringers
and steel. And, the third session will be Tips and Tricks provided by SMA members.

Unable to attend? We have you covered!
The shop
breakout
sessions will be
d! Th
h
ttours and
db
k
recorded and available to registrants for 30 days following the event.

SUMMER 2021
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VIRTUAL EVENTS

-AND-

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21ST
12:30 PM ET
VIA ZOOM
Andy DiGiammo, the SMA Annual Conference Keynote
Speaker, will be joining us for this Lunch and Learn as he
shares a taste of what you, our Annual Conference
attendees, can anticipate at his upcoming Keynote
Presentation.

D E S I G N

P L U S

SOCIAL HOUR!
THURSDAY, AUGUST 26TH
8:15 PM ET
VIA ZOOM

SUMMER 2021

LUNCH

-AND-

LEARN

LUNCH

Keynote
Preview

LEARN

SMA MEMBERS ONLY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4TH
12:30 PM ET
VIA ZOOM
New SMA Member, Indital US, will
be stopping by this Lunch and
Learn to brag about their newly
released ION Design Plus. Join
this session and learn more about
this new technology.

Virtual Social Hour, hosted by SMA Board
President, Rusty Parks, occur every other month
on the last Thursday of the month. August 26th is
our next virtual Social Hour. This fun, members
only event provides an opportunity to chat with
fellow stair enthusiasts.
Grab your favorite beverage, join the lively
conversation and share a few laughs with us.

PAGE | 19

EDUCATION PORTFOLIO
GROWING FOR YOU!

Are you interested in creating valuable, engaging
relationships with architects and designers? The SMA
has the perfect avenue to help you begin forging
meaningful connections with these professionals.
Become a SMA certified presenter for the American
Institute of Architects (AIA) Continuing Education
Provider initiative.
The SMA is proud to be an approved continuing
education services (CES) provider for the AIA. This
allows SMA certified presenters to provide learning units
for architects through our educational courses designed
with them in mind. We now have four courses approved
for AIA Learning Units with the recent approval of our
newest course, SMA115 - A Passion for Stairs. Shawn
Christman and the SMA AIA Task Group worked
tirelessly to provide an exceptional presentation for you
and the AIA community. This course focuses on the
sources of influence for exceptional stair design. It also
addresses code compliance while maintaining a
satisfying aesthetic experience. SMA115 is packed full
of inspiration that is sure to inspire even the most
disinterested stair designer.

"One of the advantages of
being an SMA member is the
ability to become code certified,
and in turn become certified as
an SMA AIA Continuing
Education Instructor."

Find more information about SMA115 - A Passion for
Stairs and view the SMAs full portfolio of AIA approved
courses by logging in to your SMA member account at
www.stairways.org.

- Andy Chatman,
SMA Vice President

SMA APPROVED COURSES
SMA107 - DESIGNING SAFE, CODE-COMPLIANT, RESIDENTIAL
STAIRWAYS
SMA108 - ELEMENTS OF RESILIENT STAIR AND HANDRAIL SYSTEMS
SMA112 - RESIDENTIAL BALUSTRADE DESIGN AND SPECIFICATION
UTILIZING COMMON STAIR PARTS
SMA115 - A PASSION FOR STAIRS

Interested in taking one of our course? View the
course descriptions and learning objectives then email
the SMA Office to schedule a session for you and your
team.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
INDITAL US -

Drew Samples

ARTEFERRO-MIAMI -

Drew Samples

ADVANCED STAIR SYSTEMS-PA -

Steve Guenzel

CODE CERTIFICATION
Congratulations to these newly code certified SMA members.

CODE LEVEL I CERTIFICATIONS
Justin Rollo, JD Stairs
Tyler Smith, JD Stairs
Allen Townsell, Crown Heritage
Samuel Hart, Paragon Stairs
Daniel Webster, JD Stairs
Randy Gardner, JD Stairs
Omar Soto, JD Stairs

MEMBERS!

CODE LEVEL I & CODE LEVEL II CERTIFICATIONS AVAILABLE!
Set yourself apart and become SMA Code Certified. Code Certification is a member
benefit that provides education and examination to test your knowledge and skill
regarding the stair building codes. All study materials, including the video
presentation, are available online at www.stairways.org/code-certification.
SUMMER 2021
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MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY
Reserve your company's advertisement
space in this year's membership
directory by Thursday, September
30th! Register online, or by emailing
the SMA Office.

RESERVE SPACE!

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
MEMBERSHIP PROFILE UPDATE
We will once again be producing the SMAs Annual Membership Directory for the upcoming
membership year. Please log in to your member profile on stairways.org and make sure your
information is up-to-date. The Annual Membership Directory includes your company contact
information as well as a description of your company. Your "directory listing text" should be
updated with the most current company description. As a note, your company's directory listing
is populated from the information included in the profile of your company's account
administrator!

UPDATE YOUR MEMBER PROFILE BY
VERIFYING THE FOLLOWING:
Company Name
Address
Phone Number
Fax

SUMMER 2021

Contact Person
Email
Website
Directory Listing Text
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BE MORE...
The SMA Member logo is M O R E ! I t i s
not just a na me, a n ic on o r a n i m a g e .
It is KNOW LED GE, E XP ER I E N C E,
ACCOU N T AB LE a nd PROF E S S I ON A L.
Convey y our c ompa ny is M OR E b y
proudly d ispla y ing th e SM A M e m b e r
logo on y our website, so c i a l m e d i a ,
busines s ma ilings a nd a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

Did you know the video recordings and handouts from past Lunch and Learn events
are available on stairways.org? Login to your member account and visit the SMA
Library under the Members section where you will find our past Lunch and Learn
events as well as the upcoming event schedule.
Don't miss these great learning opportunities!
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